annewies van den hoek other characteristics of a lanx: a deep floor, elevated borders, and a low foot. At first glance the unusual object, whose dimensions are 43.5 × 31.5 × 7.5 cm., looks like a large tile. It is mold-made and shows three figures on its front side. In the center stands a Roman consul, identified by his senatorial costume (toga worn over a tunic and boots tied with long straps) and his consular attributes (the mappa and the scepter). The mappa was a piece of cloth wrapped into a ball. The emperor or magistrate would drop the cloth as a signal to start the games, and in late Roman iconography it became one of the principal consular attributes. The consul appears in a rectangular frame, in whose upper part are curtains that have been pulled aside. He is flanked by the apostles Peter and Paul who are seated on thrones or high-backed chairs with footstools. The apostles wear the mantle (pallium) and tunic of Greek philosophers and sandals rather than boots. Peter has a short beard and holds a book. Paul is balding and has a long beard. Both gesture with their right hands in a manner suggesting speech. A rectangular frame of vine tendrils encloses the three figures. These images were made from stamps pressed into the mold that was used to cast the rectangular object. Rectangular indentations around the figures probably reflect the outer contour of the stamps. The figures were then touched up with a pointed tool such as a knife or stick.
The clay of the object (henceforth "cover") has the typical red-orange color of ARS but is rather coarse and loose in texture. The lower right side shows a crack and substantial restoration. A picture provided by a previous owner shows that two sections are missing: the lower right corner, including the left leg and the right foot of the apostle Paul, and a small section of the upper-right corner ( fig. 3) . In spite of its matte texture, the cover should be considered African Red Slip Ware, since all three figures and the vine frame are known from other works in ARS.
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The underside of the object is closed on three sides by broad flanges ( fig. 2) . One side is left open-the one above the heads of the figures-but a pair of low ridges separated by a groove run along this edge. Part of the
